LOKAYUKTA IN NEWS MEDIA

Lokayukta is a government-appointed ombudsman who investigates allegations
of corruption against public officials in India. The word "Lokayukta" is derived from
the Sanskrit words "loka™ meaning "people” and "yukta" meaning “connected," so the
term literally means "connected to the people.” Lokayukta in Andhra Pradesh
investigates and addresses complaints about corruption or maladministration in the
government. The Lokayukta is typically responsible for receiving and investigating
complaints of corruption from the public, and has the authority to recommend

disciplinary action against corrupt officials and to recover ill-gotten gains.

It also has the authority to act on its own initiative (suo motu) and to conduct
investigations into allegations of corruption or maladministration by public officials.
In addition to responding to complaints from the public, the Lokayukta also
proactively investigates cases and issues orders in an effort to deter future instances of
corruption and maladministration. By giving wide publicity to its orders and
decisions, the Lokayukta aims to create awareness among the public about its

activities and to encourage people to come forward with their own complaints.

There have been several instances where the office of the Lokayukta has made

headlines during the year under review. A few of them are listed here:-
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1) The AP Lokayukta ordered for the removal of encroachments of Penna River
bed Poramboke Land at Potladurthi Village.

INBRIEF

Encroachments on riverbed
in Kadapa district removed

The encroachments on the Penna riverbed at Potladurthi village
of Yerraguntla mandal in Kadapa district have been removed by
the Yerraguntla tahsildar, after the Andhra Pradesh Lokayukta
served a notice on Kadapa Collector, seeking action in this
regard. The removal of the illegal encroachments must send a
message to the public that such acts would not be tolerated, said a
release issued by Lokayukta Registrar B. Venkateswara Reddy.
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2) Responding to Complaint N0.2293/2017/B1, The Lokayukta ordered investigation

and eventually it led to the dismissal of Tahsildar for corruption.

Callous attitude of officials needs
to be checked, says Lokayukta

Justice Lakshmana Reddy commends dismissal of former tahsildar for corruption
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

KURNOOL

Andhra Pradesh Lokayukta
Justice P. Lakshmana Reddy
has called for immediate
action to check the 'callous
and dishonest attitude' of some
officials in the Revenue
Department, while
commending the 'dismissal’ of
T. Eswaraiah, former tahsildar
of Atlur mandal in Kadapa
district by State authorities.

In a release on
Wednesday, Justice
Lakshmana Reddy opined the
details of such punishments
awarded to the erring officials
should be given a wide
publicity so that it acts as a
deterrent for others.
Punishments awarded to
erring officials should be
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given a publicity, says
Lokayukta Justice

P. Lakshman Reddy.
U. Subramanyam

Giving details of the case,
Justice Lakshmana Reddy said
K. Muni Reddy, a resident of
Ailur mandal had filed a
complaint against T.
Eswaraiah, leveling charges of
corruption and irregularities

while incorporating changes in
revenue records. Mr. Muni
Reddy requested the
Lokayukta to take action in
the matter. The Kadapa
Collector, in his inquiry report
on March 3, 2021, observed
that many such complaints
were filed against T.
Eswaraiah. The tahsildar was
suspended but got reinstated
later and was posted in YSR
Kadapa Urban District as
tahsildar.

The Chief Commissioner
of Land Administration
(CCLA) had initiated
departmental action against
the tahsildar under the Rule 20
of the A.P. Civil Ser- vices
Rules, and the District
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Revenue Officer concerned
was told to inquire into the
alleged irregularities in DKT
or Darakastu land (usually
assigned to the poor) and
change in We- bland records.
"Based on the CCLA's report
submitted to the Lokayukta on
April 18 this year, Eswaraiah
was dismis sed from the
service under the Rule 9 of the
APCS (CC & A) Rules 1991,"
said Justice Lakshmana
Reddy.

The Lokayukta has
powers to initiate steps
further to get the
irregularities corrected, he
added.
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and ordered an enquiry by the District collector,Ananatapur.

3) AP Lokayukta took cognizance of the illegal encroachments on Penna River

Lokayukta directs Anantapur Collector to

]C)robe encroachments on Penna riverbed

ommittee should submit a report within three months, says an order
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

KURNOOL

The Andhra Pradesh Lokay.
ukta has taken suo motu
cognisance of a report on
encroachments of the Penna
riverbed titled 'Major push for
Rejuvenation of Penna. River'
published in The Hindu edition
dated March 24, 2021 and
ordered the Anantapur district
Collector to initiate action.

The news report high-
lighted the structures including
the NTR Bhavan, a two storied
tourist guesthouse, a park,
building of a govern- ment-run
residential school and other
private encroachments on the
riverbed.

Taking notice of the issue,
Lokayukta Justice P. Laksha
mana Reddy, in an order on

Thursday, said that a committee
headed by the Collector should
check the ground reality.

"The panel should include
an academician with the
expertise on environ mental
issue or an environ- mentalist.
The committee should submit a
report with- in three months,
along with an action plan for
removal of the encroachments,"
the order said.

"It is time to take action
against such illegal
encroachments. This Institution
(Lokayukta) is of the view that it
is desirable to consider the news
Item and the other available
information as source material
to exercise the powers conferred
under Section 7 (3) of the A.P.

Lokayukta Act and the Rule 2
(viii) and Rule 5 of the A.P.
Lokayukta and Upa-Lo-
kayukta (Investigation) Rules.
The office is directed to register
these proceedings as a suo motu
complaint.” the order said.

The committee should identify
the riverbed areas in Tadipatri
that have been subjected to
encroachments including those
by the government.

It should prepare an action
plan to restore the encroached
areas.

The panel should also identify
the measures to be taken
immediately to check further
encroachment such as fixing the
boundaries of the Penna. It
should list out all prohibited,
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regulated, or permitted
activities in the Penna riverbed
area, the order added.

The Lokayukta said the
Anantapur Collector; the
Commissioner of Tadipatri
Municipality; the
Superintending Engineer of the
APSPDCL (Anantapur), the
Chief Engineer (Projects),
Water Resources Department;
the District Panchayat Officer;
the Revenue Divisional Officer
(Anantapur). the Sub-
Divisional Police Officer
(Tadipatri) and the Chief
Executive Officer of the A.P.
Tourism Authority, Vijayawada
should be made parties or
respondents to the case.
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4) The AP Lokayukta noticed the incidents of supply of substandard quality eggs

in Anganvadi ccenters and To ensure the supply of standard quality eggs to

Anganwadi centers, suggested to set up a system to regularly monitor the

quality of eggs being supplied to Anganwadi centers.

Check food supplied to

anganwadis, officials told

Lokayukta proposes constitution of village-level committee for the purpose

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

KURNOOL

Andhra Pradesh Lokayuk- ta
Justice P. Lakshmana Reddy
has proposed immediate
constitution of a village level
committee for the proper
checking and monitoring of
food being served to children

and pregnant women at angan-

wadi centres.

Following a
complaint from B. Yerraiah, a

resident of Kanimeraka village
in Bondapalli mandal of
Vizianagaram district, the
institution had asked for an
inquiry into the allegations of
supply of inferior quality of
eggs to children and pregnant
women.

The Project Director,
District Women and Child
Development Agency,
Vizianagaram, and
Vizianagaram District

Collector had, however, found
no truth in those allegations as
they could not be corroborated.

The Lokayukta,
however, said that despite these
reports from the two officers, it
cannot be concluded that
nothing wrong happened, and
the commit- tees shall be
formed under the chairmanship
of Gram Sarpanch to supervise
the supply of eggs at village
level.

The anganwadi
workers should ensure that the
supplier weighs all the egg
trays before delivery at the
centre and ensure that the egg
weighs 50 grams. Egg tray
weight should be not less than
1,500 grams (30 eggs per tray)
excluding tray weight, he said.



5) The AP Lokayukta took action against the District Minority Officer (Deputy

Collector) and eight other revenue officlas for issuing fake Caste Certificates:-

Lokayukta takes action against revenue
officials of West Godavari district

They allegedly issued fake caste certificates between 2013 and 2016

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

KURNOOL

The Andhra Pradesh Unguturu mandal, alleging The officials
Lokayukta P. Lakshmana In an order passed that some people belonging to  involved in the scam and
Reddy on Monday initiated on Monday, the Lokayukta the Backward Classes were against whom action was
action against the District said that stringent action being issued the ST initiated were: P. Padmavathi,
Minority Welfare Officer should be taken against the certificates, the Collector, B. Durga Pra- sad (MRI), P.B.
(Deputy Collector) P. offen- ders to stop such following an inquiry, Rajeswari (VRO), P.
Padmavathi and eight other fraudulent caste claims in the  submitted a report in Tirumala Rao (Tahsildar), A.
Revenue Department officials ~ future. September 2020 stating that ~ Krishna Jyothi (Tahsildar),
for issuing 26 bogus caste The Lokayukta said ~ First Information Reports K.VS. Durga (1/c. MRI),
certificates between April that based on a complaint (FIRS) were registered Y.K.V. Apparao (Tahsildar),
2013 and July 2016 in filed by a man named against all those who had Y. Radhabhai (MRI), and
Unguturu mandal of West Epicherla Gangadhar of fraudulently obtained the JN.V. Swamy Naidu (I/c
Godavari district. Nachugunta village in caste certificates. VRO).
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employment under fake Educational Certificates:-
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6) The AP Lokayukta supported the action against the teachers who secured
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